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The improved Chriftian's Courage, and Comfort, is 
— Afifions, and Death, through the gracious 
| Preſence, and Influence of his Heavenly Shepherd. 
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FUNERAL. SER M ON, 


PRE AC HE D 


At Tux NID E- WZ TTS, on the 23d of 
DECEMBER, 1770. | 


OCCASIONED 


By the Death of Mrs. Saran Jzryeny, 
Relict of Mr. RIcHARD JzrrErY, of MounT- 
Ston; who departed this Life on the 15th of the 
ſame Month, in the 8oth Year of her Age. 


A x d 


Which, on the 8th Day following, was preached at 
LEewzs in SussEx, with ſome Addition, on the 
Occaſion of the Funeral of Miſs Ann JounsTon, 
Daughter of the Rev. Mr. Ezznzzze loans ron, 
Miaiſter there, who departed this Life on the 25th 
of the fame Month, i the 19th Year of her Age. 


By WILLIAM JOHNSTON, M. A. 
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PSALM, mzant <4 


Yea though I walk through the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 


me; thy rod and thy ſtaff, they comfort me. 


H E compoſure and ſerenity of mind, 
which our departed. friend, Mrs. Jeffery 


ſhewed in life; and particularly, ſince, 
by a ſtroke of the palſy, ſhe received intimation 
ot her approaching diſſolution; itrongly inclined 
me to the choice of theſe words, for the balls 
of her funeral ſermon, through an unfeigned 
deſire that the death of us all, may be without 
diſquieting fear of evil; and may be accompa- 
nied with comfort, and peace. How we may 
attain'to ſuch a peaceful death, and have good 
hope of it in the remaining parts of our lives, 


we ſhall be naturally led to ſnew, in diſcourſing 
B from 


E 
from our text: And may God graciouſly diſpoſe 
us, in good earneſt, to purſue the way, in 
which ſuch a death, and the peaceful hope of 
it, may through the mediation of Chriſt, and, 
the gracious influences of the divine preſence, 
be joyfully expected. | 

In this pſalm, which is perhaps the moſt de- 
lightful 'paſtoral ode to the intelligent, and 
ſanctified foul, that ever was compoſed ; the 
royal pſalmiſt David, from God's relation to 
him as his ſhepherd, draws ſeveral comfortable 
inferences. In general he infers that he ſhould not 
want, ver. 1.] This hope he confirms to himſelf, 
by obſerving, under the metaphors of green 

ſtures, and ſtill waters, the plentiful provi- 
ſion for his ſoul, which God had favoured him 
with; his great grace and condeſcenſion in 
reſtoring him, [ver. 3.] to his duty, and his own 
favour again; when, like a loſt ſheep, he had 
gone aſtray ; and in leading him in the paths of 
righteouſneſs, for his own name's ſake. ver. 3. 
Thus by his preſent experience of the divine 
goodneſs, he confirmed his hope, that his hea- 
venly ſhepherd would hereafter ſupply his ſpiri- 
tual wants, and take care of his foul. And in the 
ſame manner he confirmed his hope, he would 
ſupply his temporal wants; obſerving in the ;th. 
ver. that God had prepared a table for him, in 
the preſence of his enemies; that he had anointed bis 
head with oil, a very refreſhing enjoyment in 
hot countries; and that his cup ran over. From 
theſe things he infers a freſh, [ver. 6.] that ſurely 
goodneſs, and mercy ſhould follow him all the days of 
his life ; and that he ſhould dwell in the houſe of 


the Lord for ever; even as a member, and ſon 
| — 
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of his family ; not only in his houſe, and church 
below; but allo in his heavenly, and upper 
houſe ; enjoying all the bleſſings, and privi- 
ledges of both; and in both celebrating the 
praiſes of his moſt beneficent God, and moſt 
tender, and gracious ſhepherd. — And as to 
the troubles ot this preſent life, and even death 
itſelf, which, to the generality of mankind, is 
the king of terrors ; from the conſideration 
that God was his ſhepherd, and would be with 
him in them, he infers in our text, and declares 
his ſtrong hope and perſuaſion, that he ſhould 
fear no evil in them; at leaſt, to a diſtreſſing de- 
gree; but on the contrary, that he ſhould Be 
comforted in them, ſo that they ſhould be bearable 
to him; and he ſhould poſſeſs in them, ſome 
deſirable peace, courage, and joy. 

From what has been faid, it is evident, that 
his hope of theſe ineſtimable bleſſings aroſe from 
his perſuaſion, and knowledge, that God was 
his ſhepherd, He knew that, God had graci- 
ouſly aſſumed to himſelf the endearing title, 
and character of the ſhepherd of Iſrael; and 
that he had ſeriouſly conſidered the import of 
that character; and though many of that peo- 
ple diſregarded him as bearing it, and therefc1i«- 
had little good to expect from him; yet that he 
himſelf, in the right uſe of his grace and in- 
fluences, had voluntarily joined . himſelf to his 
flock ; and put himſelf under his rule, direction, 
and management; that he might enjoy the high 
privilege of his paltoral care. He Knew he had 
not only ræſolved to be ruled by him, which he 
ſignifies when he ſays; O my ſoul, thou haſt [aid 


unto the Lord, thou art my Lord, [I ſalm, xvi. 2.] 
B 2 but 


142 
but alſo that he had yielded himſelf, and all his 
powers and faculties as inſtruments of righteouſ- 
neſs unto God; and of obedience to his direc- 
tion and authority, as his ſhepherd and Lord. 
This is implied in that declaration of his, 7 
thought on my ways, and turned my feet to thy teſti- 
monies : I made haſte, and delayed not, to keep 
thy commandments. | Plalm, cxix. 59, 60.] And 
this his ſubjection, and obedience to his Heaven- 
ly Shepherd, is plainly intimated in this pſalm; 
for he expreſſly ſays, the Lord is my ſhepherd : 
but how could he ſay fo, if he did not know 
himſelf obedient, and ſubject to his rule, as 
ſeep are to that of their ſhepherd's. He ſays 
his ſhepherd made him to lie down in green paſ- 
tures, and led him beſides the ſtill waters; which 
naturally ſignifies he gave him abundance of 
ſpritual food, and comfort; and at the ſame 
time, that he did not diſobediently deſert, for- 
ſake, or refuſe theſe bleſſings, He ſays, he 
reſtored his ſoul ; meaning he had brought him 
back by repentance to his duty, and reinſtated 
him in his own favour, when he had ſtrayed 
from him: but this expreſſion, that God reſtored 
bim, implies, that he did not reſiſt, but volun- 
tarily yielded to his reſtoring influence: And 
God's leading him in the paths of righteouſneſs, im- 
Plies, that he 'walked in thoſe paths; or 
was ſincerely righteous, through the aids of 
divine grace. And thus knowing his own 
ſincere obedience ; or that he was upright before 
God, and kept himſelf from his iniquity, as he ex- 
preſſes his own character; [Pſalm xvin. 23.] 
and knowing it was the heartieſt deſire, and 
firmeſt purpoſe of his ſoul, to maintain this 
| character 
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character to the end; and having a ſtrong per- 


ſuaſion of his gracious ſhepherd's readineſs to 
enable him, and of the tenderneſs of his love, 
and of his all · ſufficiency for him, in time and 
eternity; he could, through his conſolatory in- 
fluences, with pleaſure and ſatisfaction infer, 
that he would always be with him, to ſupply all 
his wants, both ſpiritual and temporal; and 
to fortify him againſt diſtreſſing fear in afflic- 
tions, and death itſelf; and to comfort him in 
them. ' 
Now, my brethren, the great deſign of the 
appearing. of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, in our nature; and of the redeeming, 
and ſaving work he performed for us, in it; 
and of his goſpel, which we are favoured 
with; is, to give us the fulleſt aſſurance, 
that in regard to his ſacrifice and media- 
tion, the great God will be ſuch a gracious, 
and tender ſhepherd to ourſelves in particular, 
whatever our ſins and offences may have been, 
as David experienced, and expected him to be 
to himſelf ; if, in the faith of his mercy and 
grace, extended to ſinners through Jeſus Chriſt, 
we forſake our fins; and become the ſheep of 
his paſture, by ſubmitting to his government, 
and becoming his ſincerely obedient, and faith- 
ful people: Thar in this caſe, the Father, he 
fullneſs of whoſe Goabead dwelleth bodily in the Son 
Col. ii. 9.] and the Son, who loved us, fo as to 
lay down his life for us, and who is touched with 
a feeling of our infirmities; [ Heb. iv. 15.] that each 
of them will be the ſhepherd, and biſhop of our 
ſouls , | 1 Pet. ii. 25. ] from the tender, conſtant, 
and all-ſufficient care of whom, we may expect, 
| not 
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not only all the good David could expect; but 
alſo many particular bleſſings, and priviledges; 
and a more glorious, and bliſsful immortality ; 
which Chriſt, ſince David's time, has brought to 
Abr, by bis Goſpel. [2 Tim. i. 10.] 04645. 
Lou ſee then, that in order to fear no evil, 
neither in the afflictions of life, nor in our fore- 
thoughts of, nor in our actual approach to death, 
through the paſtoral care of our God, and our 
Saviour; and to have comfortable, and ſatiſ- 
factory aſſurance, that goodneſs, and mercy, ſhall 
followw ns all the Days of our lives, and that we ſhall 
derel! in the houſe of the Lord for ever; it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, not in order to purchaſe, and 
merit theſe bleſſings for ourſelves; for Chriſt 
has, according to the gracious appointment of 
the father, obtained them for us, by his own 
obedience unto death ; but in order to our ca- 

ity, and meetneſs for enjoying theſe, and all 
the other bleſſings, promiſed in the goſpel. I 
ſay, it is abſolutely neceſſary for theſe ends, 
that in the faith of Chriſt, and of his religion 
being come from God; and in expectation of 
the bleſſings promiſed therein, through his me- 
diation ; we ſhould, in a dependance on divine 
grace for ability, forſake the allowed practice of 
every. known fin, forbidden by his religion, 
with an unfeigned reſolution, never any more 
to allow ourſelves in it; ſuch as ſcoffing, and 
mocking at real religion; profane curſing, and 
ſwearing; known hypocriſy, falſhood and lying; 
injuſtice, over reaching, and violence; malice, 
implacableneſs, and revenge for injuries done 
us; intemperance in gratifying our bodily ap- 
petites; unchaſte affections, words, and prac- 

tices ; 


C00 
tices: And that we reſolve to mortify pride 
covetouſneſs, and ſenſuality z the corrupt foun- 
tains. from whence moſt of theſe vices proceed, 
The goſpel plainly declares that thoſe, who 


practiſe theſe vices, ſpall not inherit the kingdom 


of Cod; [1 Cor. vi. 9.] nor conſequently enjoy 
the benefit of God's paſtoral care. And there- 
fore, in the faith of the goſpel, to reſolve 
againſt the practice of them, to guard againſt 
the temptations, which lead to them; to abitain 
from them, when we are tempted ; ; to. be 
grieved for them, when we at any time fall into 
them; and in the hope of pardon, through the 
blood. of Chriſt, immediately to renew our 
watch, and reſiſtance againſt them, till they are 
ſubdued ; and habitually to guard yy 5 
known moral evil. Theſe things, I ſay, are 
neceſſary, ſufficiently to manifeſt our love, our 
allegiance, and ſubjection to our Heavenly Shep- 
herd; and to confirm our hope, that through 
Chriſt's mediation, and God's paſtoral care, we 
ſhall not want; nor even in the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, fear any evil. 

Further, to the ſame purpoſes, it is equally ne- 
ceſſary, that, through the divine help, w — 
ly endeavour to keep God's commandments; 
ſuch as theſe, to worſhip God in ſecret, and 
public, through the Mediator; to conteſs Chriſt, 
and his religion, before men; to exerciſe and 
cultivate inward veneration, 588 an obedient 
temper, reſignation, hope, and truſt, towards the 
bleſſed God, and his fon Jeſus Chriſt; to exer- 
cife univerlal benevolence to mankind, yiciding: 
forgiveneſs of enemies, and offences; truth, 


and equity, in our conduct towards them; un- 
| feigned 
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feigned endeavours to maintain peace with all 
men; yielding the help in our power, to all in 
diſtreſs; and a readineſs to do good unto all, as 
we may have ability and opportunity; and 

. eſpecially to thoſe, who are of the houſhold of 
faith. We ſhould ſincerely endeavour, accord- 
ing to the directions of our Heavenly Shepherd, 
to cultivate ' purity of heart, circumſpection in 
conduct, meekneſs of temper, attention to our 
affairs and callings, contentment with our lot, 
patience under our afflictions, and temptations 
and humility, both towards God, and man. — 

_ "Theſe divine commandments, though appa- 
'rently many in number, are notwithſtanding 
very obvious for uſe, to the well-diſpoſed mind, 
eſpecially if converſant with the holy ſcriptures 
being moſt of them originally written on the hu- 
man heart; and in ſuch a mind, being rendered 
fill more obvious, by the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit: And if the conſcience does not 
rove ſuch a mind, for the groſs neglect of any 

of them; it may comfortably infer, it has a de- 
ſirable, and acceptable regard to them: But 
in caſe of ſuch a reproof, it is neceſſary to re- 
turn to the obſervance of ſuch neglected duties; 
would we have ſatisfactory evidence, that, 
through God's preſence, and paſtoral care, we 
ſhall not want; and that in our afflictions, and 
even death itſelf, we ſhall be ſtrengthened 
againſt the diſtreſſing fear of evil; and be graci- 
ouſly comforted. | 
Having thus ſeen who are the people and 
ſheep of God's fold; and who in the faith of 
his paſtoral care, may ſay with holy David, 
Though I walk through the valley of the ſhadow 
of 


[9] 

of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with 
me: Thy red, and thy flaff, they comfort me; in 
further-diſcourſing, from theſe words, I ſhall 
illoſtrate theſe obſervations, © | 

1. That the people of God, eſpecially the 
more faithful and improved of them, may com- 
fortably expect, they ſhall be free from diſtreſ- 
ling fear of evil, in the approach, and in the 
bes of afflictions; and even of death 
irſelf 1 | 
2. That in theſe circumſtances, they ſhall 
be comforted. T? P Si, 

3. That this freedom from fear, and this 
comfort, they ſhall enjoy, through the gra- 
cious preſence of their Heavenly Shepherd with 
them; and his comforting influence upon them. 
And then, K: Pagny N 1 
4. I ſhall conclude with ſome application, 
ſuited to the preſent mournful occaſion, The 

Firſt Obſervation. is, that the people of God, 
eſpecially the more faithful, and improved of 
them, may comfortably expect they ſhall be 
free from diſtreſſing fear of evil, in the ap- 
proach, and in the indurance of affliction, and 
even of death itſelf. This was holy David's 
expectation; and this may be the expectation 
of all, who are come under the paſtoral care of 
God; and are living in ſubjection to his go- 
vernment, in the faith of his mercy, love, and 
care, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt — eſpecially 
if they attain to a competent knowledge of the 
Cbriſtian Religion, are ſteadily walking, accord- 
ing to it's directions, and habitually rectifying 
what they find amiſs = their conduct; it conſcious 


of 
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of a real concern to pleaſe: God, and of a firm 
reſolution to maintain this concern to the end 
of their lives; and if a greater good than this 
freedom from fear, than this comfort, is not 
God's end, in withholding them. All ſuch 
may ſay, as well as David, ©* Though I walk 
„ through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 1 
fill fear no evil. | 
1. By the valley of the ſhadow of death is 
ſometimes meant in ſcripture, a ſtate of ſtraits, 
and difficulties, and dangers ; where there is lit- 
tle, or no comfort, or joy; but death, or afflic- 
tions grievous as death, ſeem to ſurround, and 
threaten on every ſide. Such is the wilderneſs, 
through which the Iſraelites paſſed from Egypt 
to the promiſed land, deſcribed to have been, in 
Jer. ii. 6, where we read: Neither, ſaid they, 
obere is the Lord, that brought us up out of. the 
% land of Egypt, that led us through the wilderneſs; 
«4 through a land of deſerts, and of pits ; through a 
land of drought, andof theſhadow of death; through 
a land that no man paſſed through, and where no 
„nan delt. Now David intimates, that were 
he in ſuch a land; or were he in circumſtances 
-equally horrible, and dangerous, to an eye of 
ſenſe; yet he ſhould be free from the diſtreſſing 
fear of evil, through the ſupporting, and com- 
forting preſence of the Lord, his ſhepherd. 
The ſame intrepidity in affliction, and danger, 
he expreſſes in Pſalm xxvii. where he ſays, 
Ehe Lord is my light, and my ſalvation z whom 
« ſhould I fear? The Lord is the ſtrength of my 
&« life; of whom ſhould I be afraid? Though an 
| © boſt ſhould incamp againſt me, my beart ſhall not 
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« fear; though war ſhould rife againſt me, in this will 
„I be confident.” And accordingly, when this was 
actually his caſe, to be ſurrounded with a great hoſt 
of enemies, he declared, Iwill not be afraid of ten 
« thouſand of people, that have ſet themſelves againſt 
& me, round abcut;” | Pſalm in. 6.] and as free 
from diſtreſſing fear in thoſe circumſtances; he 
ſays in the ſame Pſalm, He laid bim down to ſleep, 
and be waked again: [ver. 5.) But ſurely he 
could not have ſlept, if terror had occupied his 
breaſt. With ſuch courage, fortitude, and in- 
trepidity, does God generally inſpire his faithful, 
and improved ſervants, in the midſt of dangers, 
and difficulties, and grievous afflictions. When 
they have a conſciouſneſs as David had, . hat 
they are upright before God; and, as a proof of 
this, know, that they have kept themſelves from 
their iniquity, (their molt eaſily beſetting ſin;) 
he will probably enable. them. to ſee by the 
light of his word, that he is with them; and 
that, if the affliction wherewith they are, threat- 
ened, would neceſſarily. be an evil to them; 
his omnipotence muſt be . vanquiſhed before 
ir ſhall reach them; for he has promiſed, 
No evil ſhall befal them. [ Pſalm xci. 10.] How 
preventive is fuch a thought, of diſtreſſing fear! 
He will probably enable them alſo to inter, ac- 
cording to the intimations of his word, that if the 
threatening affliction actually reach them; it 
ſhall be much more improveable to their good, 
and higheſt intereſt, than excule from it, could 
be; and inthe hope of this, to become reſigned 
to his will; and in that reſignation, to make it 
welcome, and ſo alſo they will be free from the 

C 2 diſtreſſing 


comforts, and joys of this preſent world, kee 
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diſtreſſing fear of it. He will likely alſo infpire 
them with hope, that through his paſtoral care, 
the affliction ſhall be neither greater, nor conti- 
nue longer, than their true intereſt ſhall make 
neceſſary: And when no further beneficial ; 
that it ſhall certainly, and effectually, be re- 
moved; ** that for theſe ends, God is a very pre- 
« ſent help in trouble.” [ Pialm xlvi. 1.] Now 


he that has hope of theſe things, impreſled, 


and- animated by the Divine influences, in his 
afflictions and dangers, may well ſay, that he 
fears no evil in them. The firſt attack of 
afflictions and dangers, efpecially if unexpected, 
may too poſſibly raiſe ſome motions of fear 
in an eminently godly perſon z but this fear 
exciting him to By to God, his refuge; he 
will ſoon aſſwage his fears, and ſet him free 
from the dominion of them. x 

2. By the. valley of the ſhadow of death is 
evidently meant death itſelf, and our approaches 
to it, poetically expreſſed by a ſhadowy valley, 
leading down to death, and the grave. When 
we are approaching to death, the light, and 


withdraw; and leave the ſoul in a dark, /and 
comfortleſs ſtate, as to worldly things; in which 
view, our approach to it may truly be called 
ſuch a valley: and if the life has been ſpent 
in a courſe of fin, and alienation from God; that 
valley is often moſt dreadfully more darken- 
ed, by the fear of the Divine wrath, and hell, 
and puniſhment; and even the torments of hell 
ſometimes begin in it : But if the life has been 
ſpent, at leaſt for ſame conſiderable time, hy 

ear, 
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fear, and love, and ſervice of God; and in thẽ 


hope of mercy, and ſalvation, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; then God both can, and generally 
will, ſtrengthen the heart and ſoul of ſuch a 
perſon, in this ſhadowy valley of death, againſt 
the dominion of diſquieting, and diſtreſſing fears. 
He may joyfully hope, he ſhall, through the 
ſtrengthening preſence of God, be free from 
fear concerning his dear relatives, whom he 


leaves behind; having committed them to his - 


gracious care, and ſubmitted them to his 
wiſe diſpoſal; and from fear that his ſoul ſhall 
be annihilated, and loſt out of the creation 
of God, upon it's ſeparation. from the body. 
That he ſhall not be diftrefſed with fear of 
ſucceeding, and eternal , puniſhment; havi 


evidence in the purity, and obedience of his life, 


of ſaving faith in the ſon of God; and of bei 
pardoned, and juſtified by his blood; nor wit 


dread that his ſtate ſhall be irkſome, and lonely: 
or in any reſpect worſe, or ſo bad as this, which 


he leaves at death : Nay, he may comfortably 
expect, and probably will, that it ſhall be un- 
ſpeakably better: But more of this here- 
after. Though thoſe who in life have lived 
eſtranged from God, and his holy religion; 
and have refuſed that his ſon ſhould reign over 
them; and ſo have rejected the benefit of fal- 
vation by him, may too probably expect that 


ſuch fears ſhall diſtreſs them, in the valley of the 


ſhadow of death; and that ſuch evils await them 
after it; yet the ſoul that is conſcious of alle- 
giance, and devotedneſs to God, will readily 
raiſe his hope to that ſalvation, bat deliverance 

from 
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from the wrath to come, [1 Theſſ. i. 10.) which 
Chriſt has obtained for his faithful people ; and 
God being graciouſly preſent with him, will ſo 
ſtrengthen his hope of it, that thoſe fears ſhall 
not diſtreſs him. — I come now :o illuſtrate 
the 4 
Second obſervation upon our text, which is, 
that in the afflictions of life, and even in death 
itſelf, the faithful and improved people of God, 
the ſheep of his paſture, ſhall be comforted ; 
as well as kept from diſtreſſing fear. Thy 
rod and thy ftaff, they comfort me. 

I, They may expect they ſhall be comforted 
in their afflictions, dangers, and difficulties, with 
the well-grounded hope, according to God's 
word, that all their afflictions, whatever they be, 
are the fruit of his fatherly love to them ; and 
in mercy, and faithfulneſs to their intereſts : 
That in demeaning themſelves as his faithful 
people, their afflictions ſhall purge away their 
fins, and make them ſtill more, partaters of his 
holineſs. [Heb. xii. 10.] That they ſhall exerciſe, 
and try, and brighten their chriſtian graces ; 


their faith and love, their patience and hope, 


to their greater rectitude, and peace, in this 
preſent ſtate; and their greater praiſe, and honour, 
and glory, [I Pet. ii. 7.] in that which is to 
come: That whatever diſadvantages their out- 
ward man may ſuffer by their affliftions, their in- 
ward man ſball be renewed by them, day by day; 
and ſo that they ſhall work for them, a far more 
exceeding, and eternal weight of glory. [2 Cor. iv. 
16, 17.] They may expect they ſhall be com- 


forted with the hope that for theſe gracious 
ends, 
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ends, their ſhepherd is with them, and is their _ 
that he will ſtrengthen them, that he will 
that he will uphold them, by the right ha 1 4 his 
righteouſneſs. [ Iſa. xli. 10. Wich ſuch hopes 
and expectations, and with the experience of 
theſe bleſſed advantages, will God comfort 
them, under their afflictions. 

2. Their Divine Shepherd will alſo comfort 
them, in their paſſage through the valley of 


the ſhadow of death itſelf. They may joytully 


expect that he will enable them clearly to 
ſee, as he did the Apoſtle Paul, That they bave 
fought the good fight, and finiſhed their — 
and kept tbe faith ; [2 Tim. iv. 7.] And that 
thenceforth there is laid up for them a crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will 
give them. That when their fouls ſhall be diſin- 
gaged from their bodies; they ſhall be carried, 
by an eſcort of Angels, into Abraham's boſom ; 
Luke xvi. 23. and by them, be defended from 
the ſpirits of darkneſs, in their paſſage through 
their quarters, the lower regions of the air, into 
the heavenly world: That they ſhall /oon become 
preſent with the Lord, in that bleſſed world, 
wherehe is; and from his blisful mouth, receive 
that gracious welcome, Well done, good and faithful 
ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. [ Mar. 
xxv. 21.] That theyſhall be comforted in death 
with the hope, they ſhall ſoon find Chriſt's 


preſence far better; Phil. 1. 23. an incomparably 


more delightful ſtate, than the beſt condition 


in this lower world: That their ſpirits ſhall 
return to God, who gave them; Eccl. xii. 7. and 


in his preſence, have fulneſs of Joy ; and at his 
right 
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right band, pleaſures for euer more; [Pl. xvi. 11.] 
even all the felicities that their /pirits, made per- 
#64 in knowledge, and righteouſneſs, ſhall in | 
their ſeperate ſtate, be capable of; which will ' 
be delightfully ſatisfactory to them; and that 
they ſhall live in this bleſſed ſtate, in peaceful 
hope, and expectation, of inconceivably great 
acceſſions to their heavenly happineſs, at the 
general reſurrection; when they ſhall be united 
again to their bodies, ' rendered incorruptible 
and glorious, powerful and ſpiritual ;; in every 
reſpect fit, delightful, and eternal habitations, 
for their bleſſed ſpirits. . With ſuch blisful 
hopes will God generally comfort his faith- 
ful, regular, and improved people, in the 
valley of the ſhadow of death; if they walk 
through that ſhadowy valley, in the uſe and 
exerciſe of their rational, and reflecting pow- 
ers: But if theſe are interrupted ; and inſenſi- 
bility, by the diſeaſes of which they die, is 
introduced; theſe comforts will be leſs neceſ- 
 fary ; but theſe ſucceeding felicities ſhall he 
equally ſure to them. I come now to illuſ- 
trate the . h bete 
Third, and laſt obſervation on our text, 
which is, that the faithful and improved people 
of God ſhall enjoy this freedom from fear, this 
comfort in their afflictions and death, through 
the gracious preſence of their Heavenly Shep- 
herd with them, and his comforting influence 
upon them. In this manner holy David expect- 
ed theſe things; and ſo ought God's faithful 
people in all ages; for he ſays, I will fear no evil, 
N thou art with me; thy rod and thy ſtaff, they 
| comfort 
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comfort me. The great God is undoubtedly. 
preſent every where; for 'we can'go 1 whire 
from his preſence,” or flee from bis.' ſpirit. + But 
he is in a peculiarly gracious: manner, preſent 
with his peo 1 for cheir good. So jacob 
underſtood God's promiſe, bat b wand be 
with him, when he directed him to return 
to his country and kindred. | [Gen. Xxxi. 3.1 
When pleading this promiſe with God in chap. 
xxxii. ver. 9. he expreſſes it, as if God had ad. 
1 will deal well with thee. And as if great good 
flowed from his gracious preſence, Moſes prays; 
. _— I 5 If thy preſence go not with me, 
* ine ce. God not only; promiles 
in i his ot will be thus graciouſly preſent 
with his people; but alſo hat be — 
leave them, nor forſale abem: [Heb, xiii. 5. 
ſequently he . — in 1 * 09 
2 dan and when they t 
2 — of death; as ale 
—— parts, and circumſtances; of their, lives. z 
and particularly he. is with them at thoſe times, 


to brach chem gains diſteing tears, and to 


comfort them. 

Though the faithful people of God have his 
promiſes, for theſe purpoſes; - yet neither theſe 
promiſes of themſelves, nor their own conſci- 
ouſneſs of obedience, and, uprightneſs; nor 
their faith in the mediation of our Lord Jeſys 
Chriſt z would be eſfectual to fortify them 
againſt diſtre 2 or * comfort them 
in theſe circu without the gracious 
preſence - of God, "by. his, - ſpirit, r 
iinpreſſing, and affecting them, with theſe 
0 and comforting thoughts, and 

D oenſiderations: 
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conſiderations: On the contrary, in great 
afflictions, and death, the heart and the fleſb 
commonly fail. The natural courage, and 
firength decreaſe; and become unable to bear 
us up, and comfort us: But though they | 
do, yet in theſe very circuniſtances, God can 
be the ſtrength of our hearts, as well as our 
| portion for ever; | Pl. IXxiii. 26.] as Aſaph Joy- 
fully expected he would be to him, in the 
failures of diſſolving nature. In a lively ſenſe 
of theſe things, David hoped and expected, 
that God would be with him, when he ſhould 
walk through the valley. of the ſhadow of 
death, to ſtrengthen his courage, ſo that he 
ſhould fear no evil: That in theſe circum- 
ſtances, God's rod, and his ſtaff ſhould comfort 
him. The ſhepherd's rod, or ſtaff, is the in- 
ſtrument, whereby he exerts. his power to help, 
relieve, and ſave his ſheep, in many dangers ; 
and by his gentle ſtrokes, and touches with it, 
he ſeems to comfort, and cheriſh them, in the 
dark, or when very weak, or tired and faint; 
thereby giving them encouraging notice of his 
_ preſence, and readineſs to help them. With allu- 
Hon to theſe uſes of the ſhepherd's rod or ſtaff, 
David poetically calls the ſupports, and comforts, 
which God his ſhepherd would give him in at- 
flictions and death, his rod andflaff ;, intimating 
that God would by them, as effectually fortity 
him againſt grievous fears, and fill his foul with 
peace, and - conſolation, (and indeed much 
more ſo) as the ſhepherd's rod, or ſtaff, does 
the tired, timorous, and fainting ſheep. Such 
"gracious prefence of God in death, and 2 
in 
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kind intima:ions of it, by his ſupporting, and 
conſolatory influences, we may all of us al- 
ſuredly expect, if we have been in ſome good 
degree in life, and continde unto death, the 
faithful, and improved people of God; and 
if ſome greater good, to ourſelves, does not 
render theſe} intimations of Ay cis pre- 


ſence, unſuitable for us: But if it ſhould * x 
ſs, for wi 


It remains now that in, the 


I. Is it the laichful peopſ6,0t.God. who can 


flictions and death, to forti 
ſtreſſing fear, and comfort them in ſuch other- 
wiſe uncomfortahle circumſtances? then how 
full of terror, and comfortleſs may the wicked, 
and ungodly expect they.ſhall, be, in thoſe cir- 
cumſtances? Lhe wicked are thoſe, who al- 
low themſelves, in vicious ways, and live in Ra- 
bitual diſobedience to God's, commandments ; 
and who reſiſt the calls of his golpel, and the 
motions of his grace, leading them to repen- 
tance, and amendment of life; and to the Sa- 
viour by faith, that they may be pardoned, and 
ſaved through him. Not thole, who, however 
ſinful they have been, have yielded to thoſe 
calls, and motions; and in the hope of ſalva- 


tion through Chriſt, are now ſincerely engaged, 
det D 2 . 
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and going on in his ways; for all ſuch are 
waſhed, they are ſandtiſied, they are juſtified, in the 
name of the Lord Feſus, and by the ſpirit of our 
God; 1 Cor. vi. 11. — The ungodly are thoſe, 
who, however temperate, and ſober, and ho- 
_ neſt in their converſations, in reſpect of men, 
yet are ſtrangers to the duties of godlineſs; to 
repentance towards God, to faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to the duties of worſhip and devo- 
tion; and to a real concern to pleaſe God, by 
the temper of their minds, and the actions 
of their lives; and are only influenced to tem- 
perance and honeſty, by worldly motives. It 
is expreſſly declared, Chriſt ſball be revealed from 
4 beaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, to 
| Take vengeance on both theſe forts of men, 
[z Theff. i. 7, 8, 9.] the wicked, and the un- 
godly; even upon them that know not God, who 
are the ungodly z and that obey-not the Lord Feſus 
Crit, who are the wicked ; that they ſball be 
puniſbed with everlaſting deſtruction from ihe pre- 
feiice of the Lord, and the glory of bis power; when 
be ſhall come to be glorified in his ſaints, and admir- 
4 of all them that believe. Therefore certainly 
God will never be graciouſly preſent with them, 
to fortify them againſt the fear of evil; and to 
comfort them, when they come to die. No, 
on the contrary, he has threatened, that becauſe 
be called, and they refuſed, becauſe he ſtretched cut 
Eis hand to them, in the way of earneſt perſua- 
ſion, [Prov. i. 24, 26:] but they would not regard 
bim; therefore will be laugh at their calamity, and 
mock when their fear rometh; and ſo will leave 
them a prey to it, — Think not, oh! obſtinate 
1 ſinners, 


e 
ſinners, if there be any ſuch here, that your 
natural courage, and ſtrength of heart, will 
bear you up from ſinking under your fears, 
when you coine to die; as they may fre- 
quently have done in your health, and vigour 
of life; for in the approach of death, as 
you have heard, he beart and the feſb na- 
turally fail; and "if God be not preſent, as a 
gracious ſhepherd to inſpire you with courage, 
and comfort; you will, it is too probable, 
be utterly overwhelmed with terror, throu 
 @ certain fearſul "looking for of judgement, and 
fiery indignation, to conſume” you as adverſaries. 
{Heb .x. 27.]- But whether the fear of theſe 
things diſtreſs you in death, or not; for 
ſome wicked perſons have n bands, feel no di- 
ſtreſs in death; LPfa. kxin. 4. ] the things them- 
ſelves, judgment, fiery "indignation, deftruc- 
tion as adverſaries, will, after death, be una- 
voidable, if you finally perſiſt in your ſins, arid 
ungodlineſs ; and'if you ſecure not the ſalvation 
that is in Jeſus, by an obedientinl, and confid- 
ing faith. - 

Theſe things 1 ſay, not to excite unprofitable 
terror in your "minds; but through the ſincereſt 
love to your ſouls, with a view to raife the moſt 
ſalutary ſenſe of your danger there; ſuch as 

ſhall influence you 7. fly immediately for refuge to 
Chriſt, [Heb. vi. 18.] and ay hold on'that hope, 
which through, and by him, 7s ſet before you; to 
forſake the practice of your ſins, and to ſeek 
for the pardon of them, and full inſtatement in 
the divine favour, through his mediation, in the 
way of ſubmitting to his yoke, and govern- 
ment; 


L 22 
ment; and ſo to come unto. Cod by im. I Heb. vii. 
25.1] And for your encourage ment ſo to do, 
whatever the number, or greatneſs of your fins 
may have been, know, that God hath ſworn by 
ae, be would rather you. would turn, [Ezek. 
2XXX111, 11. ] in this manner, and live; than that 
you ſhould go on in your ſins, and die. Yea, 
che not only commands you fo to turn. Turn 
ve, turn ye, why will ve dis? but both the Fa- 
tber, and the Son, [2 Cor. v. 20. ] do ſo greatly 
condeſcend, 4s to pray, and beſeech,y -you, by their 
.goſpel, and miniſters, 4 be reconciled 1% Gad. 
Soo a word, _ cannot e deſire re- 


is in "Jeſus: as 1 4 are —— —— are 
deſirous to extend them to you; and jo to 
- ſupply all your real wants, to deliver you from 
the wrath to come, and to fortify you againſt 
thefear of that wrath, and of every real evil; both 
in eaſy circumſtances, and in afflictions; both 
in life, and in death. In the faith of theſe 
things then, be perſuaded, immediately to think 
on your ways, and to turn your feet to God's teſtimo- 
mies; make haſte, and delay not, { Pl. cxix. 59, 60.] 
in the hope of divine mercy and love, through 

Jeſus Chriſt, to keep. his commandments. 
2. Is it the faithful, regular, and more im- 
proved people of God, who may, with the great- 
er aſſurance, expect his ſtrengthening, and com- 
forting preſence ? both in their afflictions, and 
— as well as at all other times? Then let it 
our ſincere aim, and endeavour to attain 


; £0 that character; and to perſevere in it, 
to 
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to the end of our lives. Let us not ſatisfy out- 


ſelves with low attainments- in piety, and righ- 
tebuſneſs; with ſuch an imperfect ſtare, that 
we can hardly tell, whether we are real chriſ- 
fians, the ſheep of God's fold, or not. Re- 
member, my brethren, any groſs. fin, though 
but ſeldom committed; any frequent act 
of known diſobedience, though in common 
eſtimation, not very aggrevating, will probably 
obſcure our evidence that we are God's faithful, 
and accepted people ; and conſequently weaken 
our hope that he will be with us, and ſtrengthen 
and comfort us, in affliction and death. Theſe 
things, it is to be feated, are the moſt frequent 
cauſes of the dejections, and fears of God's neg- 
ligent, but on the whole, ſincere ſervants; both 
when they are afflicted, and when they walk 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death; 
as well as of the diſtreſſes of the ungodly, 
And as we would not be deſtitute of courage, 
and comfort, at thoſe junctures we ſhall ſtand 
in moſt need of them ; let us come to a fe- 
ſolution, and, through Divine grace, act ac- 
cordingly, that it ſhall be our conſtant care, 
and exerciſe, to keep our conſciences void of office, 
both towards God, and towards men; | Acts xxiv. 


16. ] and alſo that we will attend to the motions 


of our conſciences, exciting us to do our duty, 
which are alſo the leadings of che Holy Spirit, 
and will exert ourſelves to follow them; and 
ſo to [ve in all good conſcience before Gbil. ¶ Acto 
NXiii. 1.] When theſe things are our care, and 
daily practice; we ſhall have Ybis' rotimony of 
our conſciences, that in ſimplicity and gouly fiurtrity, 

by 


3 


ku] 
& the grace of God, we have our converjation in 
the world; [2 Cor. i. 12. ] and in this caſe, his 
good ſpirit will witneſs with our ſpirits, that we are 
the. children ef God; heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Cbriſt; [Rom. viii. 16, 17.] that God is 
our ſhepherd, who will ſuffer, us to want no good 
thing ; and that. when' we walk, through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, we ſhall — no 
evil; that he will be with us, and that his rod, 
and his ſtaff, ſhall. comfort us. Once more 
3. Have we reaſon. to. think we are thus 
walking, and living in the world, as God's 
faithful people, and the governable ſheep of 
his paſture, in the hope of his favour, and 
ſalyation, through. Jeſus Chriſt? and are we 
firmly reſolved ſo to walk, to the end of our 
lives? Then we may be very peaceful, and 
ſerene in our fore - thoughts 1 and in our 
actual approaches to it. We may aſſuredly ex- 
God will be with us, when we walk through 
it's ſhadowy, valley, and will order all the cir- 
cumſtances of our diſſolution graciouſly, and 
well for us; and if our intellectual and recol- 
lecting powers are in exerciſe, and if it be con- 
ſiſtent with our good, that he will ſtrengthen our 
ſouls ſo, that we ſnall fear no evil; and that with 
the hope of bis pardoning mercy and father- 
Iy love, of eternal ſalvation and heavenly glory, 
| he. will, as with his rod and his ſtaff, comfort 
us; and enable us to take up that triumphant 
ſang, over death, O Death where is thy Hing? 
O Grave ! vbere is thy victeny Thanks be to Cod. 
wb giueth us the vitfory, through our Lord Jaſis 
Chrift; (x. Gor. xv. 57+]. e . 9 
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As to the character of our greatly eſteemed, 


and departed chriſtian ſiſter, Mrs. Jeffery; there 


is great reaſon to think ſhe was a truly wotthy, 
and excellent perſon ; that ſhe was ſincerely 
pious towards God; having conſtantly attended 


the public ordinances of his houſe, while her 
bodily health, and ſtrength enabled her; and 
ſince they were impaired by a ſtroke of the 
pally, diſabling her from attending them; ſpend- 
ing generally ſeveral hours daily, in reading 
and converſing with the Holy Scriptures, and 
in other acts of devotion. She fulfilled the re- 
lative duties of life, as a wife, a mother, a 


miſtreſs, and a neighbour, with unblemiſhed 
reputation, and honour. She'was of a remark- 


ably meek, peaceable, and healing temper; and 
as might be expected in'a perſon of this cha- 
rafter, ſhe was generally chearful, compoſed, and 
ealy. As theſe characters are the ornaments, 
and glories of her ſex ; fo they are highly wor- 
thy of her ſex's imitation : Yea, as they are the 
characters of the real chriſtian, theſe, arid the 


correſponding characters of our ſex, are highly 


worthy of our imitation, as well as of theirs. 
And ſince we ought to be followers of them, 


who through faith and patience, we have reaſon 
to hope, inberit the promiſes ; [ Heb! vi. 12.] let 
us endeavour: to remember theſe characters, and 
to make them our own. — Eſpecially doth it 


become children to imitate the virtues of their 


parents; and I am perſuaded this intimation 


will have. weight with the children, of the 


deceaſed. But if any of us knew any thing 
in our departed ſiſter, inconſiſtent at any time 
| E with 
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with the example of Chriſt; neither her's, nor 
the example-ot any others, however great thier 
names, will juſtify the like in oufſelves; for we 
Thould be followers of others, ſo far as they are 

followers of Chriſt ; but no further. | 
[The ſubſtance of the preceding ſermon, 
Except the introduction and character, was 
preached on the 8th day following, at Lewes, 
on occaſion of the funeral of Miſs Ann John- 
ſton, my own niece; the daughter of my reve- 
rend and worthy brother, the proteſtant diſſent- 
ing miniſter there; when the following inference 

was added to the three preceding.] In the 

4. and laſt place, Is it with the well grounded 
hope of future and eternal bleſſedneſs, that God 
Chiefly comforts his faithful and improved peo- 
ple, in the valley of the ſhadow of death? Then 
their ſurviving relations and friends, ſince the 
divine comforts are founded on truth, have rea- 
ſon to be comforted upon the loſs of them. 
The world into which our departed relatives, 
and friends enter, upon leaving this, if they 
Have been ſincerely devoted to God, and 
have ſlept in Jeſus, though now inviſible 
to us, is no leſs real than this world is; and it 
is a ſtate, in which they are perfectly free from 
fin, ſorrow, and ſuffering; and enjoy every 
Felicity their ſeparate ſtate is capable of; and 
it is far better for them than to have continued 
here, in reſpect of happineſs ; even had they 
reached the high attainments, and privileges of 
the apoſtle Paul; for he expreſly ſays, that he 
defired to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which is 
Far beiter; [Phil. ii. 23.] meaning than his then 
a | preſent 


ME 

preſent ſtate: And did we ſee the perfect hap- 
pineſs and bliſs, which ſuch departed relatives 
and friends enjoy; the ſorrow and grief we feel 
upon their ſeparation from us, would probably 
take it's riſe from, and be greateſt, for the 
delay of our on entrance into that bleſſed ſtate 
and the ſtrong affection we have remaining for 
them, would vent itſelf in high exultations, 
and tranſports of joy, for their deliverance out 
of the infirmities and dangers, the ſickneſſes and 
pains, wherewith they were here incompaſled ; 
and for their advancement to ineffable, and 
never- ceaſing felicity. Faith in the goſpel 
gives us full ground, and reaſon, ſo to think. — 
Now, my dear relatives and friends, whoſe 
hearts are ſo full of grief and mourning for 
the death of ſo amiable, ſo dutiful, ſo ſerious, 
and well diſpoſed a child, relation, and friend; 
in order to aſſwage your grief, for the loſs of 
her; and to have 3 comfort and joy, on this 
mournful event; recolle& the ſerious ſenſe of 
God, and Chriſt, and Religion, that ſhe has 
diſcovered, even from her infant years; and 
allo the patience, the reſignation, the com- 
fortable hope of ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt, 
which ſhe ſhewed, and expreſſed in her laſt 
illneſs; and regard theſe things as ſure and 
ſatisfactory ſigns of her being entered into the 
joys of her Lord; and of being unſpeakably 
delighted, and ſatisfied with them. Realize 
the ſufficiency of the Saviour to ſave to the 
uttermoſt; and the faithfulneſs of God to his pro- 
miſe of eternal life, made to his faithful people 
in Chriſt Jeſus; and what great reaſon you have 
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to hope, ſhe was one of them: And inſtead of 
giving way to repining grief, and diſtreſſing 
jorrow ; invite, and entertain an intireteſigna- 
tion to the divine will; and holy joy, and 
peaceful comfort, in the hope of thele things. 
And may the Father of mercies, and the God 
of all comforts, as vour gracious ſhepherd, be 
preſent with you, in this trying affliction; and 
with his conſolations, which are neither few, 


nor ſmall, may he comfort, and delight your 
ſouls. | 
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